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efforts made by this community, which has abandoned
idleness to dedicate itself more fully to work, studies,
and education.

President Ndayishimiye also emphasized that God has
abundantly blessed Burundi, granting it all the re-
sources necessary for its development. He affirmed
that, despite some remaining challenges, the rational
exploitation and efficient processing of the country's
abundant natural resources will enable Burundi to
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achieve financial independence. He stated that if all Bu-
rundians remain united, guided by love, solidarity, and mu-
tual support, and if they work with determination for their
country, Burundi will undoubtedly progress.

As the Islamic community of Burundi continues construc-
tion of a building to house its offices, the President of Bu-
rundi has contributed by donating 500 bags of cement.
(Presidency)

Africa Day 2026: Burundi reaffirms its commitment to a united, resilient, and prosperous Af-

rica

tion must remain a priority, even in contexts of displace-
ment and refuge. President Ndayishimiye also reaffirmed
Burundi’s commitment to promoting peace, regional inte-

$H# gration, and sustainable development, while urging Afri-

urundi celebrated Africa Day on 25 May

2026 in Bujumbura under the theme:

‘Ensuring sustainable access to water and
safe sanitation systems to achieve the goals of Agen-
da 2063.” Organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Regional Integration and Development Cooperation in
collaboration with the Group of African Ambassadors
accredited to Burundi, the commemoration brought
together the country’s top authorities, the diplomatic
corps, academics, representatives of civil society, and

i cans to turn the ideals of pan-Africanism into concrete ac-
¥ tions for the benefit of the people.

Addressing this year's theme dedicated to water and sani-
tation, he stressed that access to these essential services
is a prerequisite for health, human dignity, and social sta-
bility. He also highlighted the importance of African culture
and identity as drivers of unity and development, while
calling on young people to become major actors in the
continent’s transformation through innovation, knowledge,
and entrepreneurship. The celebration was also marked
by exhibitions showcasing the products and expertise of
African countries, as well as a roundtable discussion on
the continent's major challenges.

Speaking as the first panelist, His Excellency Ambassador

many young people. Presiding over the ceremonies at FSStEs
Intwari Stadium, the President of the Republic of Bu- =

rundi and current Chairperson of the African Union,
His Excellency Evariste Ndayishimiye, recalled that
Africa Day is far more than a simple historical celebra-
tion. It symbolizes the continent’s collective memory,
the legacy of the struggles for African unity, and the
ambition of a strong, prosperous Africa that is master

of its own destiny. In his address, the Head of State g

called for a more united and solidarity-based Africa in
the face of persistent challenges such as armed con-
flicts, terrorism, climate change, and humanitarian cri-
ses. He especially drew attention to the situation of
children affected by these crises, stressing that educa-

ge ¢
SH

Edouard Bizimana, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional
Integration and Development Cooperation, recalled that
Africa is today celebrating 63 years of unity, integration,
and cooperation. He noted that this commemoration takes
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place in a particularly complex international context,
marked by armed conflicts, terrorism, climate
change, and epidemics challenges that disrupt pro-
duction and supply chains and threaten the conti-
nent's development ambitions. The Minister empha-
sized the need for Africa to develop homegrown so-
lutions in order to strengthen its economic independ-
ence and human development. According to him, the
Agenda 2063 can only be achieved through vision-
ary leadership, stronger cooperation among African
states, and the mobilization of all the continent’s vital
forces.
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The discussions focused on several strategic themes,
notably diplomatic leadership, regional peace, African
integration, and the transformation of education sys-
tems. Particular attention was paid to the role of youth,
who are called upon to develop 21st-century skills,
notably critical thinking, collaboration, communication,
and creativity, in order to contribute effectively to the
continent’s development. Through this celebration,
Burundi reaffirmed its attachment to Pan-African ideals
and its commitment to actively contributing to the
achievement of Agenda 2063. (MFARIDC)

Adoption of the draft activity calendar for the period from May 25 to June 9, 2026

he elected representatives of the people
met in plenary session on Tuesday, May ©

26, 2026, to review the draft schedule of
activities for the ordinary parliamentary session of
April 2026, covering the period from May 25 to June
9, 2026. According to the Speaker of the National
Assembly, the Right Honorable Daniel Gélase Nda-
birabe, Wednesday, May 27, 2026, was dedicated
to the celebration of Eid al-Adha.

On Thursday, May 28, 2026, reports were present-
ed on the visits conducted by the Honorable Mem-
bers of Parliament to their respective constituencies
during the parliamentary recess in March 2026.

On Tuesday, June 2, 2026, the Senate will analyze
and adopt amendments to the bill concerning the
missions, organization, and operation of the Court
of Auditors, as well as the procedures for monitoring
cases before said Court.

This session will also address the bill ratifying, by
the Republic of Burundi, the agreement on the elim-
ination of double taxation and the prevention of fis-
cal evasion with respect to taxes on income be-

tween the Government of the Republic of Burundi and
the Government of the United Arab Emirates, and the

bill ratifying the agreement on the promotion and recip-
rocal protection of investments between the two coun-
tries.

On Friday, June 5, 2026, a plenary session will also be
devoted to the analysis and adoption of Senate amend-
ments to the draft budget settlement law and the budget
report for the 2024-2025 fiscal year.

The Standing Committee on Public Accounts, Finance,
Economic Affairs, and Planning will also present its
budget execution report for the first quarter of the 2025-
2026 fiscal year, and oral questions with debate will be
addressed to the Minister of Finance, Budget, and Digi-
tal Economy. Finally, Monday, June 8, 2026, will be
dedicated to the celebration of National Patriotism Day.
(ABP)
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Swearing-in ceremony of
BN

nder the high patronage of the Head of State
of Burundi, His Excellency Evariste Nday-
ishimiye, at the National Assembly Congress
Palace, on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, the members of the
Bureau of the Senate, respectively the Right Honorable
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a new member of the CENI

Gervais Ndirakobuca, the First Deputy-Speaker Honorable
Générose Ngendanganya and the Second Deputy-
Speaker Honorable Clotilde Kampimbare as well as the
senators, took part in the swearing-in ceremonies of the
Commissioner in charge of electoral logistics and supplies
at the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI),
Mr. Thierry Kitamoya.

These ceremonies were attended by other high-ranking national
officials, including the President of the Supreme Court, the
President of the Constitutional Court, the Secretary General of
the CNDD-FDD party, the Burundian Ombudsman, a former
Head of State, members of the Government, high-ranking offic-
ers of the defense and security forces, representatives of the
diplomatic and consular corps accredited to Burundi, and many
others. (Senate)

Meeting between the Burundian Minister of Foreign Affairs and the United Nations Special
Representative to the African Union

- i

P —

-~

n the sidelines of the 61st Ministerial

Meeting of the United Nations Standing Ad-

visory Committee on Security Questions in |
Central Africa (UNSAC), His Excellency Ambassador
Edouard Bizimana, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Region-
al Integration and Development Cooperation, received
in audience on Thursday, May 28, 2026, a delegation
led by Mr. Onanga Anyanga, Special Representative of
the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the Afri-
can Union. This meeting was part of a courtesy visit.

The discussions between the two officials focused on
topics of common interest, particularly those related to
the ongoing work of UNOCA. Mr. Onanga Anyanga

congratulated Minister Bizimana on Burundi's chair- #

manship of the African Union and commended the or-
ganization of the meeting of ministers from ECCAS
member states' committee with UNOCA, a major and
historic mechanism considered an essential instrument
for strengthening peace and security in the region.

He emphasized that Burundi's simultaneous chairmanship
of the AU and UNOCA illustrates a remarkable alignment
of the country's commitments and investments. Expressing
his gratitude, he highlighted the enlightened leadership of
the Burundian President, His Excellency Evariste Nday-
ishimiye, and assured him that the United Nations would
support Burundi in implementing peace and security
agreements, particularly within the framework of the
Youth, Peace and Security Agenda. The Special Repre-
sentative noted that Burundi is the only country up-to-date
with its contributions to the mechanism, which demon-
strates its constant commitment to the international com-
munity.

For his part, Minister Bizimana expressed Burundi's satis-
faction with the support received from the United Nations
in various sectors. He emphasized the need for partner-
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ships whose activities have a concrete impact on Committee of this mechanism on May 29, 2026, for the
the lives of the Burundian population. next six months.

Regarding the UNOCA mechanism, Ambassador In conclusion, the Minister reaffirmed Burundi's commit-
Bizimana considered a six-month chairmanship too ment to working closely with the United Nations across
short to achieve the set objectives. He suggested all its structures, thereby strengthening cooperation for
that the relevant bodies meet to consider a more the stability and prosperity of the African continent.
appropriate extension. It should be noted that Bu- (MFARIDC)

rundi will assume the chairmanship of the Standing

Meeting between the Minister of Foreign Affairs and private agencies recruiting migrant
workers

——

country.

The Consul General in Dubai shared enlightening testi-
monies about the realities experienced by Burundian
workers abroad, highlighting the opportunities but also
the challenges encountered.

Following the discussions, His Excellency Minister
Bizimana offered a range of advice to the representa-
tives present, emphasizing their noble duty to care for
N /;E, | Burundian sons and daughters sent abroad, ensuring
2 their dignity and safety. This meeting marks an im-
portant step in the Burundian government's commit-
: ment to strengthening migration governance and pro-

O n Thursday, May 28, 2026, in Bujumbura, tecting its citizens abroad. It also illustrates the im-

His Excellency Ambassador Edouard portance of partnerships between public institutions
Bizimana, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Re- and private agencies in building a safer, more human,
gional Integration and Development Cooperation, and more efficient migration system.
held an important meeting with representatives of The meeting follows visits made by the ministry to cer-
private agencies recruiting Burundian workers tain recruitment agencies during which the ministry
abroad. identified significant gaps.

This meeting is part of a dynamic of consultation and
dialogue aimed at strengthening the mechanisms for
the supervision, training and protection of Burundian
migrant workers.

The discussions covered several key points in partic-
ular. the challenges of pre-departure preparation; §
identifying the obstacles encountered by candidates |
before their departure, in order to ensure better @
preparation and successful integration in host coun- §
tries; harmonization of good practices; establishing
common standards in training and supervision to
guarantee the quality and safety of migrant workers;
promoting coordinated national approaches and During this meeting, in which the PAEJ participated,
aligning the actions of private agencies with the stra- discussions focused on the PAEJ's expertise in youth
tegic orientations of the Government of Burundi for financial empowerment and its capacity to train and
better-managed and beneficial migration to the support young people. In this context, collaboration




Page 6

MFARIDC-MAGAZINE Nr 36 of may 29, 2026

between the PAEJ and migrant worker recruitment (MFARIDC)

agencies regarding candidate training was explored.

Burundi and UNESCO strengthen their cooperation

n the sidelines of the 61st ministerial

meeting of the United Nations Standing Ad-

visory Committee on Security Issues in Cen-
tral Africa (UNSAC), the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Regional Integration and Development Cooperation,
Edouard Bizimana, received on Thursday, May 28,
2026 in Bujumbura a delegation led by Mputu Hilaire,
UNESCO Regional Director for Central Africa, who
came as part of a courtesy visit.

The discussions focused on strengthening the excel-

lent relations of friendship and cooperation that have long
existed between Burundi and UNESCO. Mr. Hilaire wel-
comed this collaboration and expressed his desire to fur-
ther consolidate it. Among the topics discussed were the
monitoring and coordination of ongoing UNESCO projects
in Burundi, as well as the progress of preparations for the
Regional Peace and Security Forum scheduled for Sep-
tember 2026. According to Mr. Hilaire, Burundi's selection
to host this forum was not accidental. The country hosts a
UNESCO headquarters, currently holds the presidency of
the African Union, and has played a major role in restoring
peace and security in the region, particularly in eastern
DRC.

Minister Bizimana expressed his satisfaction with the qual-

| ity of relations with UNESCO, noting that reports on Bu-

rundi from Paris are very positive. He reiterated the im-
portance of UNESCO's work in key sectors such as edu-
cation, youth, culture, and the arts. The Minister also men-
tioned Burundi's desire to see certain natural and tourist
sites registered as cultural heritage sites, notably the
Rusizi Park and the Kibira Park.

Regarding ongoing projects and the regional forum, Edou-
ard Bizimana assured that bilateral exchanges would con-
tinue. He reaffirmed Burundi's commitment to working
closely with UNESCO to strengthen cooperation and pro-
mote peace and security in the region. (MFARIDC)

Burundi honored: Bujumbura hosts the 61st UNSAC Meeting and assumes the chairman-
ship of the Committee

F

rom May
25 to 29,
2026,

Bujum-
_ bura will
host the

61st
Meeting
of the
United Nations Permanent Advisory Committee on Se-
curity Issues in Central Africa (UNSAC), under the
theme: “Strengthening regional mechanisms for the

prevention, mediation and peaceful settlement of conflicts
for lasting peace and resilient development in Central Afri-
ca’.

Activities began with the work of the UNOCA focal points.
On May 26, 2026, the experts officially began their work,
which will continue for three days, in preparation for the
61st ministerial meeting scheduled for May 29, 2026.

In his welcoming remarks, Mr. Sophonie Nitunga, Perma-
nent Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Regional
Integration, and Development Cooperation, warmly wel-
comed the representatives of the eleven (11) member
states of the Economic Community of Central African
States (ECCAS). He expressed his gratitude to the partici-
pants for their presence and their unwavering commitment
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to peace, stability, and security in the sub-region. He
wished them fruitful discussions, emphasizing that
the conclusions of their work would serve as the ba-
sis for the discussions at the ministerial meeting on

W

Friday, May 29, 2026.
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Mr. Sophonie Nitunga also indicated that this session
of experts constitutes a fundamental step in the pro-
cess of reflection and formulation of the guidelines that
will direct the work of the decision-making bodies. Ac-
cording to him, the analyses, expertise, and in-depth
knowledge of the realities on the ground possessed by
the experts represent an essential contribution to the
quality of the conclusions that will be submitted to high-
er levels.

1 Following the opening ceremony, the proceedings be-

gan with the presentation of the outgoing bureau's re-

® port, followed by the election of the new bureau. As a

result of this election, the Republic of Burundi was
elected Chair of the Committee, while Gabon was
elected First Vice-Chair and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo (DRC) Second Vice-Chair. (MFARIDC)

61st UNISAC meeting: Experts from ECCAS member states united in a symbolic tree-
planting activity

s part of the 61st meeting of the United

Nations Standing Advisory Committee on

Security Questions in Central Africa, held
in Bujumbura from May 25 to 29, 2026, the experts'
work was marked on May 28, 2026, by a field trip
punctuated by a symbolic tree-planting activity on
Kibogoye-Muremera Hill, located in the Bugarama
area, Muramvya commune, Gitega province. These
trees were planted by delegates from the member
countries of the ECCAS (Economic Community of
Central African States). In his welcoming remarks,
the Governor of Gitega Province, Mr. Liboire Bigi-
rimana, indicated that the presence of the delega-
tions at this tree-planting activity constitutes a strong
sign of their common commitment to peace, securi-
ty, solidarity and regional cooperation. He empha-

sized that this symbolic presence demonstrates that the
ties uniting the nations of the sub-region transcend geo-
graphical borders, deeply rooted in the values of frater-
nity, peaceful coexistence, and a shared destiny. He
also specified that this tree planting holds particular
importance for environmental protection in facing cli-
mate change.

The Assistant to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Region-
al Integration and Development Cooperation, Mr. Adol-
phe Bukuru, indicated that this tree-planting activity

. embodies the theme of the 61st UNISAC Ministerial

Meeting, namely: “Strengthening regional mechanisms
for conflict prevention, mediation and peaceful resolu-
tion for sustainable peace and resilient development in
Central Africa” He stated that this initiative reflects the
shared conviction that peace, security and environmen-
tal protection are closely linked.

Mr. Adolphe Bukuru also recalled that Burundi remains
committed to regional efforts aimed at promoting lasting
peace through dialogue, mediation and cooperation
between the states of Central Africa.

According to him, the planted tree represents much
more than a simple environmental gesture. It symboliz-
es the collective commitment of member states to
peace, regional solidarity, conflict prevention, and build-
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ing a resilient future for present and future genera- tions. (MFARIDC)

UNSAC: Burundi elected to the presidency of the organization and reaffirms its commitment
to peace and security in Central Africa

The work of the 61st Meeting of the United Na-
tions Standing Advisory Committee on Securi-
ty Questions in Central Africa (UNSAC) con-
cluded on May 29, 2026 in Bujumbura with a ministeri-
al meeting marked by important decisions aimed at

strengthening peace, security and regional coopera-
tion.

In his welcoming remarks, the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Regional Integration, and Development Coopera-
tion, His Excellency Ambassador Edouard Bizimana,
emphasized that this 61st meeting was taking place
within a regional and international context character-
ized by profound changes and complex, interconnect-
ed security challenges whose repercussions extend
beyond national borders. He indicated that these chal-
lenges are now compounded by new factors of instabil-
ity such as climate change, socio-economic pressures,
and recurring humanitarian crises.

In light of this situation, he reiterated that no single
state can provide lasting solutions to the challenges
facing the region. He reaffirmed Burundi's commitment
to the ideals of peace, peaceful coexistence, and re-
gional cooperation, while also reiterating its willingness
to continue collaborating with other member states to
promote stability and sustainable development in Cen-
tral Africa.

Following the opening remarks, participants listened to
the presentation of the outgoing Bureau's report before

proceeding to the election of the new UNSAC Bureau. At
the conclusion of the vote, Burundi was elected President
of the organization, Gabon First Vice-President, the Demo-

. cratic Republic of Congo Second Vice-President, while the
~ Republic of Congo will assume the Secretariat.

During the handover ceremony, His Excellency Ambassa-
dor Edouard BIZIMANA thanked the member states for the
trust placed in Burundi and assured that his country would
spare no effort to responsibly assume the missions en-
trusted to it.

The activities of this ministerial meeting then continued

* with the review and adoption of the report of the 61st UN-

SAC meeting before the continuation of the work behind
closed doors.

At the conclusion of the meeting, the ministers adopted a
declaration on the prevention of internal displacement and
the protection of displaced persons in Central Africa. In
this document, they reaffirmed their commitment to the
relevant instruments of the United Nations, the African
Union, the International Conference on the Great Lakes
Region (ICGLR) and the Economic Community of Central
African States (ECCAS) relating to the prevention of inter-
nal displacement, the protection and assistance of inter-
nally displaced persons, and the promotion of sustainable
solutions.

The participants also adopted the Bujumbura Declaration
on strengthening regional mechanisms for conflict preven-
tion, mediation, and peaceful resolution for sustainable
peace and resilient development in Central Africa.
Through this declaration, they reaffirmed their commitment
to promoting a culture of peace, dialogue, tolerance, coop-
eration, and the peaceful settlement of disputes, in accord-
ance with the principles of the Charter of the United Na-
tions.

In his closing remarks, His Excellency Ambassador Edou-
ard Bizimana expressed his sincere gratitude to the partici-
pants for their commitment and the high quality of the dis-
cussions that characterized the proceedings. He empha-
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sized that the discussions demonstrated once again
that the challenges facing Central Africa require col-
lective, coordinated, and united responses. He also
reaffirmed the Burundian government's conviction
that only a concerted approach will lead to lasting
solutions to the region's shared challenges.

In a press briefing held at the end of the meeting, the
Minister described the 61st UNSAC Ministerial Meet-
ing as particularly fruitful. He indicated that several
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challenges affecting the region were examined and that
Member States committed to working together to find
lasting solutions.

Speaking about Burundi's role as Chair of the African
Union, he stressed that the country is relentlessly pur-
suing its efforts to combat terrorism and promote dia-
logue as the preferred means of preventing and peace-
fully resolving conflicts. (MFARIDC)

The Embassy of Burundi in Kinshasa congratulates Mohamed EI-Amine Souef, the new
UN Special Representative for Central Africa

he Embassy of the Republic of Burundi in

Kinshasa extends its warmest congratula-

tions to Mr. Mohamed EI-Amine Souef of the
Comoros, following his appointment on May 26,
2026, by the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions, Antonio Guterres, as Special Representative
of the UN Secretary-General for Central Africa and
Head of the United Nations Regional Office for Cen-
tral Africa (UNOCA). Based in Libreville, Gabon, the
Comorian diplomat will take the chairmanship of this
important UN institution tasked with promoting
peace, security, and cooperation in the Central Afri-
can sub-region.

The Embassy of Burundi in Kinshasa commended Mr.
El-Amine Souef's extensive diplomatic experience,
spanning over 35 years in foreign affairs, mediation,
and peacekeeping operations. His career within the
African Union and the United Nations demonstrates his
unwavering commitment to stability and dialogue on the
African continent.

Prior to his appointment, Mr. Mohamed EI-Amine Souef
served as Chief of Staff of the African Union Commis-
sion. He also served as the African Union Special Rep-
resentative for Somalia and Head of the AUSSOM and
ATMIS missions. The Comorian diplomat succeeds Mr.
Abdou Abarry of Niger, whose tenure as head of UN-
OCA was marked by several diplomatic initiatives pro-
moting peace and stability in the region.

Through this message of congratulations, the Embassy
of Burundi in Kinshasa expresses its best wishes to Mr.
Mohamed EI-Amine Souef for every success in his new
role serving Central Africa and the United Nations.
(Embassy of Burundi in Kinshasa)

Towards an inclusive and consensual electoral process

in the province, representatives of civil society organi-

s part of preparations for the upcoming
peaceful presidential elections, the Gover- zations, religious leaders, and communal administra-

nor of Butanyerera Province, Mr. Victor tors.

Segasago, accompanied by the Vice-President of This meeting also aimed at implementing the recom-
the Independent National Electoral Commission mendations from the meeting of May 15, 2026, chaired
(CENI), Mrs. Victoire Nahimana, held a meeting on by the Head of State and bringing together all stake-
Monday, May 25, 2026, in the provincial capital, for holders in the electoral process. A total of forty-two (42)
the leaders of the various political parties registered recommendations were formulated. Among these was
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a measure to strengthen trust among stakeholders by
integrating representatives of political parties, religious
denominations, and civil society organizations into the

Independent Provincial Electoral Commissions (CEPI),
the Independent Communal Electoral Commissions
(CECI), and polling stations, in accordance with Arti-
cles 38 and 40 of Law No. 1/12 of June 5, 2024, con-
cerning the Electoral Code of Burundi.

According to the agreed provisions, the Independent
Provincial Electoral Commission (CEPI) of Butanyere-
ra will be composed of 10 members, three (3) of whom
will be elected at this meeting, while the remaining
seven (7) will be appointed by the CENI (Independent
National Electoral Commission). The three (3) select-
ed members are: Mr. Placide Migambi, of Hutu ethnici-
ty, representing religious denominations; Mrs. Marvella
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Nkurunziza, of Tutsi ethnicity, nominated by civil society
organizations; and Mr. Célestin Minani, of Hutu ethnicity,
nominated by political parties.

Participants at this meeting recommended continued dia-
logue among political actors in the province before and
after the elections. They emphasized the need for political
parties to work together, promote a shared vision, uphold

the law, and prioritize the province's development. Gover-
nor Segasago expressed his satisfaction with the consen-
sus reached in appointing the members of the Independent
National Electoral Commission (CEPI). He urged these
political and social actors to maintain this spirit to ensure
peaceful elections. (ABP)

Media Awards 2026: Eleven journalists, including six women, received awards

ontinuing the activities marking the celebra-

tion of International Press Freedom Day, the

National Communication Council (CNC) in
collaboration with the Press House and the Association
of Women Journalists (AFJO), proceeded, on the
evening of Tuesday, May 26, 2026, to the awarding of
prizes to the winners of three competitions organized
as part of the 2026 Media Prize edition. Eleven (11)
journalists, including six women and five men, were
awarded prizes.

Three competitions were held under three different

.. themes. The competition organized by the National Com-
- munication Council awarded prizes to the best journalistic

productions under the theme: “Media and Public Health for
an Emerging Burundi by 2040 and a Developed Burundi
by 2060” The competition, organized by the Press House,
focused on the theme: “Inclusive Governance and Climate
Resilience for Lasting Peace in Burundi.” The Gender and
Media Prize, organized by the Association of Women Jour-
nalists, was themed “Women's Action in Promoting and
Defending Justice and the Rights of Women and Girls”
Prizes ranged from one million to two million Burundian
francs (BIF) and included laptops valued at BIF 5 million
each.

According to Mrs. Espérance Ndayizeye, President of the
National Communication Council, the annual media
awards have become a cherished tradition, reflecting a
shared commitment to promoting media professionalism
and encouraging journalists to diversify their areas of ex-
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pertise for the benefit of information consumers. Mrs.
Mireille Kanyange, Representative of the Press
House, stated that a well-informed journalist remains
essential in defending justice, fundamental free-
doms, and media credibility. She called on media
professionals to be guardians of truth and transpar-
ency. Mrs. Kanyange also noted that the date of the
2027 International Press Freedom Day will coincide
with the presidential elections in Burundi. Therefore,
she urged journalists to exercise wisdom, responsi-
bility, and impartiality so that every piece of infor-
mation they disseminate contributes to preserving
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peace, trust, and national unity. “It is through this unity,
solidarity, and professionalism that Burundi continues
to promote a responsible press and build a future of
lasting peace,” he stated. As for the President of the
Association of Women Journalists, Mrs. Francine Ndi-
hokubwayo, she called on media leaders to continue
providing spaces that foster equal opportunities, pro-
mote women journalists, and produce inclusive content.
She affirmed that, despite the progress observed,
women remain underrepresented in media content,
often portrayed as experts, decision-makers, or
sources of information. (Le Renouveau)
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