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Presentation of two mission reports carried out by the First Dep-
uty President of the National Assembly in South Africa and Mo-

rocco 

In this Edition: 

 

Presentation of two mis-
sion reports carried out 
by the First Deputy Presi-
dent of the National As-
sembly in South Africa 

and Morocco 

During his presentation, he indicated 
that the discussions focused on ways 
to promote the African continent’s de-
velopment. He also specified that the 
topics on the agenda included intra-
African trade through the African Con-
tinental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) 
common market and the importance 
of teaching youth the use of new tech-
nologies, particularly artificial intelli-
gence, to prepare them for the future. 
He also emphasized the need to value 
African cultures and traditions and to 

T 
he First Deputy President of the 
National Assembly, Honorable 
Fabrice Nkurunziza, presented 

on Tuesday, January 6, 2026, to the 
members of parliament gathered under 
the chairmanship of the President of the 
National Assembly, The Right Honora-
ble Daniel Gélase Ndabirabe, two re-
ports of missions carried out in Midland 
in South Africa from September 29 to 
30, 2025 and in Rabat in Morocco from 

December 12 to 14, 2025. 
 

Final audit report of the 
Public Service Mutual 
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improved functioning from 

the supervising Minister 
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strengthen the continent's 

economic independence. 
In his address, the Speak-
er of the National Assem-
bly of Burundi, the Right 
Honourable Daniel Gélase 

Ndabirabe, urged parliamentarians to prioritize the coun-
try's interests and demonstrate patriotism when represent-

ing Burundi. (ABP) 

Final audit report of the Public Service Mutual Fund (MFP): a promise of improved function-
ing from the supervising Minister 

O 
n Wednesday, January 7, 2026, a plenary 
session chaired by the Right Honorable Dan-
iel Gélase Ndabirabe was held in the Nation-

al Assembly hemicycle. The purpose of this session 
was the presentation of the final audit report of the Pub-
lic Service Mutual Fund produced by the Court of Audi-
tors, followed by oral questions and debate from the 
Minister of Labor, Civil Service, and Social Security. 
 
This audit report, conducted by the Court of Auditors, 
aimed to verify the regularity of certain administrative, 
accounting, and financial operations in order to ensure 
the effectiveness, efficiency, and cost-effectiveness of 
the Public Service Mutual Fund (MFP) mission. The 
Court of Auditors generally identifies shortcomings in its 
management. 
 
The Minister in charge of the Civil Service, Lieutenant 
General of Police Gabriel Nizigama, stated that he is 
aware the Ministry of Public Service is experiencing 
many difficulties but efforts are carried out to ensure the 
sector's stability. 
 
Regarding the report presented by the Chairman of the 
National Assembly's Standing Committee on Social 
Affairs, Repatriation, Gender, Equal Opportunities, and 
the Fight Against AIDS, Mr. Nibitanga Ndutura indicat-
ed that there are numerous shortcomings that must be 

addressed. Among the shortcomings identified, the com-
mittee noted the lack of an updated organizational chart, 
ineffective hierarchical management controls, and the fact 
that the terms of the board members expired in 2023 and 
have not been renewed. 
 
In addition to these challenges, there is the recruitment of 
staff members since January 2025 without a public job 
posting or competitive examination, the application of 
rates different from those stipulated by the decree, the 
lack of social security contribution statements from the 
Ministry of Public Service and Social Security (the primary 
taxpayer), hospital invoices, payment transactions that 
are not recorded daily, the failure to withhold and remit 
funds to the public treasury, and value-added tax amount-
ing to US$169,915.42. This commission therefore consid-



Page  3 MFARIDC-MAGAZINE Nr 16  of january 9, 2026 

 
ers that all these challenges hinder the proper func-
tioning and efficiency of the MFP in general, and the 
quality of services offered to its members in particu-
lar. 

The participants recommended that the Ministry of 
Public Service and Social Security adopt effective strat-
egies to improve the performance of the Public Service 
Mutual Insurance Fund. (Le Renouveau) 

Relations Burundi-Canada: Minister Edouard BIZIMANA receives Ambassador Julie 
Crowly 

O 
n January 8, 2026, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Regional Integration and Develop-
ment Cooperation, H.E Ambassador 

Edouard BIZIMANA, received in audience the Am-
bassador of Canada to Burundi, residing in Kigali, 

H.E Julie Crowley.  
 
Their exchanges mainly focused on the strengthen-
ing of bilateral cooperation between Burundi and 
Canada. On this occasion, Ambassador Julie Crowly 
indicated that her visit was notably within the frame-
work of an invitation extended by the International 
Development Research Center (IDRC), an organiza-

tion funded by the Government of Canada.  
 
Welcoming the positive developments in diplomatic 
relations between the two countries, the Canadian 
Ambassador announced the recent appointment of 
an Honorary Consul of Canada in Bujumbura. She 

also welcomed the reopening of the Burundian Embas-
sy in Canada, which she described as a tangible sign 
of the strengthening of diplomatic ties between the two 

states. 
 
Discussions also touched on the worrying security situ-
ation in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC). Ambassador Julie Crowley expressed her de-
sire to be kept informed of developments in this crisis. 
In response, Minister Édouard BIZIMANA stressed that 
the situation continues to deteriorate, with the M23 
movement, supported by the Rwandan army, continu-
ing to seize towns and villages. This situation, he said, 
is causing a massive influx of refugees into neighboring 
countries, including Burundi. He warned that as long as 
the international community does not take this crisis 
seriously, the risk of destabilization of the entire region 

remains high. 
 
Regarding the reception of Congolese refugees living 
on Burundian soil, the Minister expressed his gratitude 
to the countries and organizations that responded fa-
vorably to the Burundian government's appeal for as-
sistance. He specifically mentioned the European Un-
ion, China, Great Britain, Japan, the Catholic Church of 
Burundi, Canada, the African Union, and the DRC, 
while calling on other partners to follow suit. Minister 
Édouard Bizimana also emphasized that His Excellen-
cy Évariste Ndayishimiye, President of the Republic, 
had called on the Burundian people to collect food sup-

plies to support Congolese refugees living in Burundi. 
 
Finally, when asked about preparations for Burundi's 
presidency of the African Union, Minister Édouard 
Bizimana reassured that these are underway and satis-

factorily progressing. (MFARIDC) 

Academic cooperation between Burundi and the DRC: towards a strategic partnership 
between the University of Burundi and the Higher Institute of Rural Development in 

Mbandaka 

O 
n Tuesday, January 6, 2026, in Kinshasa, 
the Ambassador of the Republic of Burun-
di to the Democratic Republic of Congo, 

His Excellency Mr. MWAMBA NTIRAMPEBA 

Agricole, granted an audience to Professor Fohle 
Lygunda li-M, Director General of the Higher Institute of 
Rural Development (ISDR) of Mbandaka. 
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This meeting is part of the strengthening of academic 
and scientific cooperation between the Republic of Bu-
rundi and the Democratic Republic of Congo, particu-
larly in the strategic field of rural development and agri-
business. 
 
The discussions focused primarily on partnership op-
portunities between the Higher Institute of Rural Devel-
opment of Mbandaka and the University of Burundi, 
with a view to establishing a Master's program in Rural 
Development and Agribusiness at the Higher Institute 
of Rural Development of Mbandaka. This innovative 
program aims to provide integrated coverage of the 
three essential pillars of the agriculture sector: produc-
tion, processing, and marketing of agricultural products. 

Through this initiative, the Higher Institute of Rural Devel-
opment of Mbandaka aims to position itself as a leading 
institution in the training of highly qualified managers, ca-
pable of meeting the current challenges of food security, 
value creation and sustainable development in rural are-
as. 
 
On this occasion, Ambassador MWAMBA NTIRAMPEBA 
Agricole commended the relevance of this initiative and 
reaffirmed Burundi’s commitment to strengthening region-
al academic partnerships. He indicated that the sustaina-
ble development of Burundi necessarily depends on the 
training of qualified human resources and the sharing of 
expertise among its institutions. He added that Burundi is 
ready to support any academic cooperation initiative with 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, in a spirit of fraternity, 
solidarity, and strategic partnership. 
 
He also pledged the Embassy of Burundi in Kinshasa will 
facilitate contacts, institutional exchanges, and the conclu-
sion of cooperation agreements between the Higher Insti-
tute of Rural Development of Mbandaka and the Universi-
ty of Burundi, in accordance with the vision of the highest 
authorities of both countries. This meeting thus makes the 
way for a promising collaboration, full of opportunities for 
youth, the academic community, and the agricultural sec-
tor of both nations, for the benefit of socio-economic de-
velopment and regional integration. (Embassy of Burun-
di in Kinshasa) 

Launch of the research project on sustainable school canteens 

O 
n Friday, January 9, 2026, Mr. Frédéric 
Bangirinama, Permanent Secretary at the 
Ministry of National Education and Scientific 

Research, officially launched the research project on 
the Study of the inclusive and sustainable production 

and supply system for healthy school meals in Burundi, 
an activity organized by the East African Leadership Insti-
tute (EALI) in collaboration with the Institute of Agronomic 

Sciences of Burundi (ISABU). 
 
In his speech, Mr. Bangirinama indicated that many Bu-
rundian children arrive at school without sufficient food. 
This situation severely affects their learning capacity and 
school attendance, and contributes to dropout, absentee-
ism, and academic failure rates exceeding 10%, accord-

ing to national studies. 
 
During his meeting with administrative and security offi-
cials from the communes of Bujumbura Province, Gover-
nor Désiré Nsengiyumva stated that school canteens rep-
resent a crucial strategic lever in addressing these chal-
lenges. He emphasized that they also serve as an emer-
gency measure, paving the way for a more structuring 
development tool that not only improves children's nutri-
tion but also stimulates local production and supports 
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small-scale farmers. 
 
According to Bangirinama, despite the significant 
progress made in school canteens, challenges per-
sist and undermine the effectiveness and sustainabil-
ity of the national school canteens program. He cit-
ed, among namely, the heavy reliance on food im-
ports, representing nearly 60% of purchases for 
school canteens, the limited quantity and variability 
of local products, frequent stockouts, gender inequal-
ities in access to resources, and the lack of reliable 

and conclusive data on supply systems. This research 
project therefore aims to sustainably improve the nutri-
tional quality of school meals, while simultaneously 
strengthening climate resilience, gender equality, so-
cial inclusion, and the incomes of local actors in food 

systems. 
 
For her part, the Canadian Ambassador to Burundi, 
Ms. Julie Crowley, indicated that this research project, 
which will be funded by the International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC), will take into account integra-
tion of women, youth, and marginalized people. The 
project will also encourage the adoption of new agricul-
tural practices that will reduce pesticide use in order to 
protect the soil and improve the nutritional quality of 
school canteens. It should be noted that this research 
project will be funded with a budget of US$700,000. 
(ABP) 

Seized fertilizers sold at auction at a price set by the Government 

T 
otahaza (urea) fertilizers, recently seized 
from two merchants in the Mubuga zone,     
commune and province of Gitega, were sold 

at public auction on Friday, January 10, 2026, in the 
same area. This event coincided with the distribution 
of 16 tons of Totahaza fertilizers provided by the Pro-
vincial Directorate of Environment, Agriculture, and 
Livestock of Gitega. Each 50 kg bag of the seized 
fertilizer was sold at the Government –fixed price of 
66,000 Burundian Francs (BiF) and the proceeds 
from the sale were deposited into the Public Treas-
ury. Each hill received 10 bags of fertilizer, as report-
ed by the Dr Jacques Nduwimana, Communal Ad-
ministrator of Gitega who supervised this activity 
alongside the Governor's Advisor responsible for 
development and the economy, the Prosecutor of the 
Republic at the Gitega Prosecutor's Office, as well as 
the Provincial Director of Environment, Agriculture 

and Livestock. 
 
Speaking at the event, the Prosecutor of the Republic 
Ms. Aline Bukuru, emphasized that impunity fosters 
criminality. She stated that Article 448 of the Burundian 
Penal Code stipulates a prison sentence of one to five 
years for anyone found guilty of embezzling public 
funds. She announced that traders accused of fraudu-
lent sale of fertilizers would be brought to justice. She 
also advocated for strengthening joint security commit-

tees. 
 
For his part, the Provincial Director of Environment, 
Agriculture, and Livestock, Mr. Jean Séverin Sinzo-
batohana, emphasized that security threats are not 
limited to weapons but also include the embezzlement 
of public funds. He took this opportunity to announce 
the launch, starting January 19, 2025, of an operation 
to verify unused fertilizer vouchers issued between 
2022 and 2026. Holders will be required to hand over 
these vouchers to investigators and will receive a cer-

tificate while awaiting fertilizer distribution. 
 
The Advisor to the Governor of Gitega responsible for 
development and economic affairs, Mr. Médard Nkeza-
bahizi, urged the population to denounce any price 
gouging on products whose prices are set by the Gov-
ernment of Burundi. He called on citizens to become 
more involved in community development projects, 
particularly protecting roads from erosion, safeguarding 
rivers through bamboo planting, and reforesting 
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hillsides. He also encouraged the population to use 
organic manure, known for its contribution to improving 

soil fertility. (ABP) 

Warning to manufacturers of the drink called "Ikibarube" in Muhanga commune 

T 
he Communal Administrator of Muhanga, Ms. 
Annonciate Nizigiyimana, warned manufactur-
ers of the prohibited beverage known as 

"Ikibarube" that once caught in the act, they will never 
be tolerated. She announced this on Tuesday, January 

6, 2026, during a security meeting she organized for de-

partment heads, zone chiefs, and their advisors. 
 
The Police Commissioner in the former commune of Mu-
hanga, Police Colonel Ferdinand Ntakarutimana, stated 
that this beverage was the source of insecurity during the 
recent end-of-year holidays, specifying that ten people 
were seriously injured by it and that some producers have 
been handed over to the judicial police for investigation. 
He emphasized that the beverage is produced particularly 
in the hills of Gaharo, Muhanga, Ndava, Mbaba, Gashibu-
ka, Rugamba, and Mibazi. In response to this situation, 
the Communal Administrator of Muhanga, Ms. Annonciate 
Nizigiyimana, warned those who produce and consume 
this illegal beverage, stating that "the time for tolerance is 
over."she urged the leaders to act as the eyes of the com-
munal administration and to promptly relay any useful in-

formation. 

 She also condemned certain local cell leaders who pro-
tect the producers of the illicit beverage. Another issue 
raised was the increase of thefts in shops and stores. In 
response, the Administrator called on all members of the 
joint security committees to increase their vigilance and 

actively participate in stopping these criminal acts. (ABP) 

More than 100 bags of urea seized from illegal dealers 

O 
n Monday, January 5, 2026, the Administra-
tor of Gitega Commune, Dr. Jacques Ndu-
wimana, in collaboration with the administra-

tion of the Mubuga Zone, Commune and Province of 
Gitega, seized 107 bags of urea fertilizer in the center 
of the zone. This fertilizer belonged to two young trad-
ers, Mr. Irankunda Ezéchiel and Mr. Nkengurutse Jean 

Marie, both from the Mubuga Zone. The administrative 
and security authorities of the Mubuga Zone were alerted 
by residents who suspected a truck was unloading bags 
of urea fertilizer into the traders' warehouse. Knowing that 
there has never been an official location for the sale of 
fertilizer in this area, they immediately contacted the 
Communal Administrator of Gitega to report the suspi-

cious situation. 
 
The Communal Administrator, accompanied by the com-
munal advisor responsible for the Environment, Agricul-
ture, and Livestock, as well as the Gitega Deputy Prose-
cutor of the Republic, quickly assessed the situation. 
They found 101 bags of urea in a warehouse belonging to 
one of the suspects, while 6.5 bags were discovered at 
the second merchant's residence. The alleged perpetra-
tors fled the scene. The seized fertilizer was transferred to 
the Mubuga Hill police station, and an investigation has 

been launched. 
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Dr. Jacques Nduwimana condemned these fraudu-
lent practices aimed at undermining the Govern-
ment's efforts to support the population through ac-
cess to agricultural inputs. He also welcomed the 
administrative and security authorities of Mubuga for 
their professionalism and sense of responsibility. He 
urged the judicial services to take action to definitive-
ly eradicate this kind of practice. He assured the 

population that once the investigations are completed, 
the judicial authorities will take the necessary 
measures, including the possibility of redistributing this 
fertilizer to local farmers. It should be noted that cur-
rently, a kilogram of urea fertilizer costs between 4,000 
and 6,000 Burundian francs (Bif) from clandestine 
sellers, while a 25 kg bag costs 33,000 Bif, a govern-

ment-fixed price. (ABP) 

The Administration warns transport agencies complicit in the illegal children movement  

O 
n Monday, January 5, 2026, the Gover-
nor of Butanyerera Province, Mr. Victor 
Segasago, during a security meeting held 

for provincial service officials and administrators, 
indicated that following an increase in cases of chil-
dren intercepted by police while traveling alone in 
public transport vehicles towards Bujumbura in 
search of work, transport agencies operating in Bu-
tanyerera are now warned. Any agency caught 
transporting unaccompanied children will be consid-
ered involved in human trafficking. As an example, 
it was reported that a group of 19 children recently 
intercepted by law enforcement in public transport 
vehicles is currently being cared for by the police in 

Ngozi. 
 
For his part, the Administrator of Tangara com-
mune, Mr. Jean Pierre Ndikuryayo, indicated that 
several other children under the age of 15 have 
been found missing in his commune in recent days. 
The majority of these children are believed to be 
from, among other places, the localities of 
Gashoho, Vumbi, Kirundo, and Buhumuza. He also 
reported recent cases of children attempting to mi-
grate to Tanzania after being deceived by unscru-
pulous individuals promising them employment. 
This situation raises serious concerns about the 
existence of a human trafficking network targeting 
minors. In response, the Governor of Butanyerera 
Province instructed the commune administrators to 
organize meetings to raise awareness among the 
heads of transport agencies operating in the prov-

ince, reminding them of their responsibilities. According 
to him, no child should be transported without being 
accompanied by a parent or legally identified guardian. 
Any agency found in violation will now be considered 
complicit in child trafficking and prosecuted according to 

the law. 
 
Mr. Victor Segasago, called on the entire population to 
actively participate in combatting human trafficking by 
reporting any suspicious activity or attempts at manipu-
lation involving minors. During this meeting, the issue of 
non-payment to some coffee farmers and maize produc-
ers was also raised. In this regard, the Governor of Bu-
tanyerera Province asked the relevant communal au-
thorities to compile comprehensive lists of all producers 
who have not yet received payment for the coffee and 
maize harvests already delivered, so that these lists can 
be forwarded to the appropriate authorities to rectify the 
situation. At this meeting, the administrators of all the 
communes in Butanyerera Province reported that the 
security situation remained generally calm during the 

end-of-year holiday period. 
 
The Governor urged administrative officials to increase 
awareness-raising meetings with the population, calling 
for behavior change, particularly by avoiding excessive 
consumption of alcoholic beverages and narcotics. He 
encouraged them to focus on productive activities that 
contribute to the development of households and com-
munities, in support of Burundi's vision of becoming an 
emerging country by 2040 and a developed country by 

2060. (ABP) 
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