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Burundi's President calls on elected candidates to work in the 
interests of the people 

Burundi's President calls 
on elected candidates to 
work in the interests of 
the people 

T 
he Head of State, His Excellen-
cy Evariste Ndayishimiye, ac-
companied by his family, cast 

his vote on Thursday, June 5, for the 
legislative and communal elections at a 
polling station set up in his native hill of 
Musama, Giheta zone in the expanded 
province of Gitega, where he called on 
the elected candidates to work fully in 

the interest of the Burundian people. 

 ‘’This is a real demonstration of patriot-
ism, the participation of citizens in the 
life of the country by electing their rep-

resentatives. We are already living de-
mocracy today, it's a symbol’’, declared 
Burundi's Number One after the polls, 
before thanking all the citizens who had 
fulfilled their civic duty, and expressing 
his delight that the elections had taken 
place in calm and tranquility, enabling 
everyone to cast their vote without hin-

drance. 

‘’Everywhere we went, as here, we not-
ed that the voting was going very well’’, 
said Meriton Vincent Emmanuel, an 
observer from the African Union Mis-
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sion in Burundi, echoing the statements made by other 
observers, both national and international, who hailed 

the high turnout at the polls. 

In addition to the observers, the national and international 
media were also mobilized on the ground to cover the 
voting live from the polling stations and to warn of any 

irregularities or incidents. (Presidency) 

First Lady H.E Angeline Ndayishimiye engages young people in a Health and Nutrition 
Awareness Campaign 

O 
n June 2, 2025, First Lady H.E Angeline 
Ndayishimiye led an awareness campaign for 
young teenagers in schools, focusing on the 

prevention of unwanted pregnancies, HIV/AIDS, MPOX, 
as well as better nutrition, at Saint Michel Archange 

School. 

School officials, in collaboration with the Minister of Ed-
ucation and the Minister of Health, expressed their sat-

isfaction with the teaching provided by the First Lady, 
underlining the positive impact of these interventions 

within the school community. 

Mrs Ledet Teka Befecadu, representative of the Organi-
zation of First Ladies for Development (OPDAD), affirmed 
that this initiative, led by the First Lady, testifies to her 
deep commitment to empowering young people. It pro-
vides them with the knowledge they need to better pre-

pare their future. 

The First Lady called on young people and teenagers to 

avoid any act that could lead them to risky sexual rela-

tions, which could result in unwanted pregnancies and 

exposure to HIV/AIDS, while not neglecting other epi-

demics such as the Mpox virus. 

 

She urged them to behave with dignity and responsibility, 

avoiding the use of harmful substances that damage their 

health, and to prioritize a balanced diet to prepare for 

their future. (Presidency) 

 

Cooperatives supported by the Foundation Bonne action Umugiraneza 

T 
he women grouped together in the coopera-

tives supported by the Foundation Bonne Ac-

tion Umugiraniza, headed by the First Lady of 

the Republic of Burundi, are delighted with the progress 

made both economically and socially, thanks to the 

support received through this foundation. 

These testimonies were delivered on Tuesday June 3, 

2025 at the headquarters of the Foundation Bonne Ac-

tion Umugiraniza, located in Kibimba, Giheta commune, 

during a visit by a delegation from the Organization of 

African First Ladies for Development (OPDAD). The del-

egation had come to see for themselves the tangible im-

pact of funding granted by OPDAD to women's coopera-

tives through the Foundation Bonne Action Umugirane-

za. 

 

During the meeting, Miss Navy Kessia Ndayishimiye, 

Assistant to the President of the Foundation, expressed 

her gratitude to the OPDAD guests for their constant 

support. She pointed out that this aid has enabled many 

families in Giheta commune to escape poverty and sig-

nificantly improve their living conditions. 

 

When asked about the effects of the support they have 
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received, the women who have benefited from the 

cooperatives say that they are now able to make an 

active contribution to the family economy. They now 

assist their husbands in managing household re-

sources, and even their children recognize the posi-

tive changes in their daily lives. 

 

During this exchange, Mr. Désiré Manirakiza, coordi-

nator within the Economic Empowerment and Youth 

Employment Program (PAEEJ), encouraged women 

to have a good understanding of the society in which 

they live. He stressed that the funding they receive 

should not be seen as personal gifts, but as capital 

to be invested in sustainable projects. He urged 

them to demonstrate financial autonomy by organiz-

ing income-generating activities, thus avoiding de-

pendence or assistance. He advised them to man-

age cooperative funds rigorously, remembering that 

they do not belong to them individually, but are at the 

service of the group as a whole. 

Désiré Manirakiza also called for a culture of savings 

and reinjection of profits into new projects or the 

strengthening of existing activities, to ensure the 

growth of the initiatives undertaken. 

 

With regard to the profitability of projects, he recom-

mended that women choose activities that meet the 

needs of the local market, in order to guarantee secure 

outlets for their products. 

 

In conclusion, he invited cooperative members to ac-

tively engage in good management, to seek new mar-

kets for their productions, and to ensure the expansion 

of their activities with a view to sustainable develop-

ment. 

 

The beneficiary women expressed a desire for addi-

tional support, particularly to access stable and ex-

panded commercial opportunities. (RTNB) 

 

Reception of the Chairman of the African Union Election Observation Mission at Melchi-

or Ndadaye International Airport 

O 
n Monday June 02, 2025, the Permanent 

Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Af-

fairs and Development Cooperation, Mr. 

Ferdinand Bashikako, warmly welcomed to Bujum-

bura's Melchior Ndadaye International Airport the 

Chairman of the African Union's Electoral Observa-

tion Mission, His Excellency Mériton Vincent Em-

manuel Angelin, and former Vice-President of the 

Seychelles, who had come to supervise the May 05, 

2025 elections. 

 

In a press briefing at Melchior Ndadaye Airport, the 

Chairman of the African Union Election Observation 

Mission, His Excellency Mériton Vincent Emmanuel 

Angelin, said he had been sent by the African Union to 

supervise the election of deputies and communal coun-

cilors in Burundi, which will take place on June 5, 2025 

 

His Excellency Mériton Vincent Emmanuel Angelin ap-

preciates the democratic process that the Government 

of Burundi is adopting during the organization of free 

and transparent elections. (MFADC) 
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Burundi-China: Towards the construction of a new headquarters for the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and Development Cooperation in Gitega 

O 
n June 2, 2025, the Permanent Secretary at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Develop-
ment Cooperation, Mr. Ferdinand Bashikako, 

received in audience Mrs. FAN Wenjie, Deputy Director 
General of the International Economic Cooperation 
Agency of the Ministry of Commerce of the People's 
Republic of China. She was leading a Chinese delega-

tion on an official visit to Burundi. 
Discussions focused on the progress of the construc-
tion project for the new headquarters of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Gitega, a project supported by China. 
Work is scheduled to start in 2026 and be completed in 

2028. 
As a reminder, in September 2024, the President of the 
Republic of Burundi, H.E. Mr. Evariste Ndayishimiye, met 
his Chinese counterpart, H.E. Mr. Xi Jinping, on the side-
lines of a meeting of the Forum on China-Africa Coopera-
tion (FOCAC). The two Heads of State reaffirmed their 
shared desire to further strengthen the ties of friendship 

and cooperation between their two countries. 
China has already completed a number of structuring pro-

jects in Burundi, notably in the infrastructure, agri-food and 

energy sectors. These include, but are not limited to, the 

construction of the Ruzibazi hydroelectric dam, the Ntare 

Rushatsi House presidential palace, and the Gihanga agri-

cultural pilot center, a specialized center for research into 

the production of hybrid seeds for maize, rice, etc. 

Following their meeting with the Burundian authorities, the 

Chinese delegation plans to visit some of these emblemat-

ic projects, which bear witness to the concrete and fruitful 

cooperation between Bujumbura and Beijing (MFADC). 

The June 2025 legislative and communal elections in Burundi: a generally successful ballot 

O 
n Saturday June 05, 2025, Burundi held leg-

islative and communal elections, a double 

ballot that mobilized over six million voters 

across the country. A total of 2,909 candidates took part 

in the legislative elections and 6,753 in the communal 

elections, representing both political parties and inde-

pendent candidates. 

 

The elections were marked by a significant mobilization 

of citizens, who turned out in a generally calm and se-

cure atmosphere. According to Prosper Ntahorwamiye, 

Chairman of the Independent National Electoral Com-

mission (CENI), the elections went smoothly overall: elec-

toral materials were sufficient, the process started on 

time, and polling station staff were present at their posts 

without delay. 

 

However, despite this satisfactory organization, some mi-

nor irregularities were reported. These included the denial 

of access to African Union observers at a voting center in 

Bujumbura town hall, incidents of violence such as a poll-

ing station president hitting a voter in Bubanza, and con-

cerns about the limited availability of radios in some poll-

ing stations. Other cases concerned the excessive pres-
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ence of additional lists by students or members of 

the security forces, exceeding the limit of 25 voters 

per list. Prosper Ntahorwamiye pointed out that all 

these irregularities were quickly resolved. 

 

Citizens and political leaders were generally satisfied 

with the voting process. Voting took place in com-

plete security and transparency, although some ir-

regularities were deplored, such as the lack of prox-

ies in several polling stations. 

 

International observers, including the delegation from 

the Russian Federation, also expressed their satis-

faction with the conduct of the elections. Mr. Alexey 

Chepa, head of the Russian mission, stressed that 

the elections had respected the fundamental princi-

ples of freedom, transparency and fairness, in ac-

cordance with the Burundian Constitution and the 

Electoral Code. He praised the organization of the 

CENI and the cooperation of Burundian public insti-

tutions, while congratulating the Burundian people on 

their active participation. 

 

The consensus around these elections underlines 

the maturation of Burundi's democratic process. Gér-

ard Hakizimana, president of the “Ihuriro” consortium 

of 20 civil society organizations, called on the popula-

tion and political parties to have confidence in the CE-

NI, which he said had demonstrated its impartiality and 

professionalism. He also recalled that, despite the end 

of the election, life must go on, and citizens must con-

tinue their daily activities in a climate of peace and sta-

bility. 

 

The deputies and communal councilors elected in 

these elections will have a five-year mandate to repre-

sent the population and work towards local and nation-

al development. These elections, which mark an im-

portant stage in the strengthening of Burundi's demo-

cratic institutions, are now a step towards more partici-

pative and transparent governance. 

 

Despite a number of challenges, the June 05, 2025 

electoral process was a success. The Burundian peo-

ple participated actively in the democratic life of their 

country. (RTNB) 
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Burundi approves its Tourism Marketing Plan RINDIRA 

O 
n Tuesday June 3, 2025, at Bujumbura 

Town Hall, the Ministry of Commerce, Indus-

try and Tourism held a workshop to validate 

Burundi's Tourism Marketing Plan. This meeting 

brought together the main stakeholders in the sector, 

with the aim of providing the country with a clear and 

ambitious roadmap for promoting tourism. 

 

In his speech, Mr. Jacques Bigirimana, Director Gen-

eral of Tourism, representing the Minister in charge of 

Commerce, regarded this as a decisive turning point. 

He reminded the audience that Burundi abounds in 

natural and cultural treasures, but that only a synergy 

between the public, private and partner sectors can 

make the most of them. 

 

This plan is the fruit of extensive collaboration between 

public institutions, tourism operators and development 

partners. It aims to make tourism an engine for the 

country's socio-economic growth, capable of strength-

ening peace and national identity while generating rev-

enue. 

 

Mr. Bagumako Eduard, a tourism expert, emphasized the 

structural challenges to be met. He recommended the ex-

emption of taxes on regional flights, the improvement of 

the Visa payment system, and above all the creation of a 

tourist police force specialized in the safe reception of visi-

tors. 
The meeting was regarded as a crucial step towards en-
hancing Burundi's visibility and attractiveness. Participants 
were invited to convert the recommendations into practical 
actions, aspiring for the country to become a standout des-
tination in East Africa. (RTNB) 
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